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The Transformation of Mahmood
Ghaznavi’s Character — from Historical
Monuments to Mystical Literature

Seyyed Ali Keramati Moghaddam

Assistant Professor, Farhangian University-
Pardis Shahid Beheshti Campus- Mashhad

Abstract:

Historical books reflect the events and incidents of
different eras and introduce the historical
background, cogitation and culture of their nation to
the future generations. Political matters and social
conditions have always affected authors and have
made them distort the facts, enhance or intensify their
status; the reader should, therefore, have a critical
point of view while reading. In other words the
mirror of history has been covered with the rust of
prejudice, vengeance, revenge or excess of optimism
and the force of prejudice, the authors’ interference in
the historical events and extremism have made this
mirror of history concave or convex. As a result,
what we read might be totally different from the
things that happened in reality. The headstrong and
tyrannical king, Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavi, has been
converted to a righteous and mystical person through
a historical evolution inasmuch as he was reckoned to
be ‘Sultan-al-Arefin, the greatest of the mystics. So
in this article we will consider Soltan Mahmood’s
attitudes and their effects on historical and non-
historical works, the role of poets, authors and
mystics, the popular folk tales passed on to common
people in order to study his evolutionary process and
other origins of his character transformation
throughout time so that we can demonstrate the
falsehood of some points about him in books and the
contradiction between those facts.

Key terms: Mahmood Ghaznavi, poets and authors,
extremes, folk tail, contradiction, Soltan-al-
Arefin(the greatest of the mystics).
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