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A Comparison of Different Theories
about the Priority of Economic Growth
and Income Distribution

Mohammad Lashkary,

Associate Professor. Department of
Economics, Payame Noor University, Iran,
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Abstract: Some economists believe that
unequal distribution of income is due to
inequitable distribution of wealth and property.
There are three opinions among economists
about the priority of economic growth over
income distribution or priority of income
distribution over economic growth for which
they have many rigorous reasons. According to
the first opinion, growth is prior to income
distribution. According to the second one,
income distribution is prior to growth and
according to the third one, they have no
priority over each other which is close to the
Islamic Economy Theory. The purpose of the
current paper is to compare different economic
views about the priority of economic growth
and income distribution. The research method
is descriptive. Library research was used to
collect data. The paper tries to find the answer
to this question that "To make sure justice is
served which one is the top priority: equitable
income distribution or economic growth?" The
results showed that economic growth and
income distribution do not have priority over
each other but equitable income distribution
along with economic growth can lead to
sustainable growth and increase the motive to
participate in production.

Key words: Income distribution, Equitable
distribution of opportunities, Social justice,
Economic growth, Islamic economy.
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